SHERE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 1st DECEMBER 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.

IN TANYARD HALL, GOMSHALL

Present:  Mr. R. Newman (Chairman), Mr. R. Andrews, Dr. C. Brooke, Councillor K. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Hall, Mrs. E. Rich, Mr. R. Smith, Mrs. M. Taylor-Cotter, Mr. J. Tenner, Mrs. J. Williams, the Clerk Mrs. L. Childs, Borough Councillor D. Wright and eight members of the public.

Declaration of a Vacancy

The Chairman informed the meeting that Lt. Col. George Pettifar had resigned as a 

Member of the Council as he was unable to attend meetings due to other

commitments.  The vacancy does not have to be filled as there is a period of less 

than six months before the elections in May 2007.  

114/06 Apologies had been received from Mr. R. Knott, Mrs. S. Whitehouse and P.C. 

M. Patey (Surrey Constabulary).

115/06 Declaration of Personal or Prejudicial Interest by Members on any of the

agenda items below:  

Mr. R.A. Andrews declared a personal interest in the consideration of donations for the Wasp Bus (committee member) and Holmbury Emergency Help (family connection to organisation).

Mr. Childs declared a personal interest in the consideration of a donation to Hurtwood Control as he is a member of the Hurtwood Control Committee.  He also declared a prejudicial interest in all matters pertaining to the Clerk’s salary and he left the meeting whilst the recommendations of the Finance Committee were considered and accepted.

Mrs. Rich declared a personal interest in the consideration of donations to Shere Museum and the Shere Recreation Ground as she is a Member of both Committees.  

Mrs. Taylor Cotter declared a personal interest in the donation to Peaslake Village Hall as she is a member of the Village Hall Committee.

Mr. Hall declared a personal interest in plans for the renovation of the land around the Shere War Memorial as he owns a property nearby.

116/06 Amendments to the Register of Interests – none received.

117/06 Declaration of gifts or hospitality over £25 – Councillor Childs declared that he and the Clerk had been invited to the Gala Performance of the film “Holiday” which had been partly filmed in Shere.

118/06 The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 27th October 2006 were

AGREED and signed as a correct record after the insertion of Peaslake under

flooding problems.  

119/06 Parish Plans

Pari Dillon gave a very informative talk on the advantages and preparation of parish plans which was followed by a question and answer session.  The matter will now be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next Council meeting. 

120/06 Police Matters

The Clerk reported that she had had a meeting with P.C. Mike Patey regarding Parish matters.  Several matters were raised by Councillors and the public and these will be notified to P.C. Patey.  The Chairman stated that he would shortly be attending a meeting of the Police Consultative Partnership Group and he offered to raise any matters of concern.

121/06 Possible public car park on the Recreation Ground, Shere 
The Vice Chairman reported that the Trustees had received a letter from the

Charity Commission.  This stated that it would involve a complicated procedure 

for the land for a car park to be leased from the Recreation Ground.  The advice

of the Head of Legal Services at Guildford Borough Council had been sought 

and he advised that it would be quite possible for the scheme to go ahead without

any change to the land tenure and for the parties simply to enter into a management

agreement.  

The Vice Chairman advised the Council that the Executive of Guildford Borough

Council had approved the Minor Schemes Capital Budget for next year and 

recommended acceptance by the full Council on 7 December.  The Shere car park

project is included  for the year 2008/9 although, if everything else is in place, a start

on the project could be made in 2007/8. The meeting was adjourned to enable Mrs

Handa Bray, one of the Trustees, to comment.  She thanked the Vice Chairman for his

valiant work on the car park issue.  She stated that she would write again to the

Charity Commission demonstrating the benefits to the Recreation Ground of a car 

park and also expressing her anxiety over the fact that the local shops are now 

suffering from parking problems in the village.

122/06 Traffic Problems in Shere

· Up to date report regarding traffic calming measures  - The Vice Chairman expressed great frustration over the delays in progressing schemes.  He stated that a site meeting had been held 5 weeks ago with representatives of Surrey County Council and drawings of the scheme in Upper Street are still awaited.  He had received confirmation that the County Council felt that the projecting island should be erected on the pavement side of Upper Street near the bridge and barriers will be created in due course in order to monitor the effectiveness of such a scheme.

The meeting was adjourned to enable members of the public to give their views. 

It was reported that the entrance to Lower Street had been gridlocked twice that day.  

The meeting was restarted.

· The Vice Chairman stated that this matter was still being examined by S.C.C.  

RESOLVED:  

1. The possibility of hatched markings on the road will be explored. 

2. Irresponsible parking in this area will be reported to the Police together with the unauthorised use of the road through the ford.

3. Lighting of Shere bridge area – A solar powered illuminated “cat’s eye” had been obtained from Florida and this will be installed on top of one of the posts as an experiment before a decision is taken as to whether to install these on the other posts or to erect electric lights in the willow tree at the entrance to Lower Street.

123/06 Gomshall Station 

· The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with representatives of Network Rail.  A letter had subsequently been received in which an offer was made to extend the whistle boards to a distance of 440 yards from the station.    

· RESOLVED:  that other safety improvements should also be considered further and this will be conveyed to Network Rail.

· Update on response to the Council’s letter to First Great Western regarding the next timetable change and lack of enhancement of the service from Gomshall station – meeting arranged for 15th December.    The Clerk read out a copy of a letter from the Managing Director of First Great Western to Sir Paul Beresford which stated that the company would be consulting again on the December 2007 timetable and would welcome further involvement at that stage, but it would not be fair to suggest that any change can now be made to the timetable that will run from this December. 

124/06
Pursers Lane, Peaslake - The Council considered a complaint over the recent naming of the centre part of the road “Pursers Hollow” as it is felt that this could cause confusion for the emergency services, delivery vehicles and visitors.  

RESOLVED that Guildford Borough Council be requested to revert to the whole road being named Pursers Lane.  

125/06 Tillingbourne School Bus Campaign

The Council received a comprehensive update from Dr. Brooke.  They congratulated Dr. Brooke on her tenacity in dealing with this matter.

RESOLVED that the Council support this campaign should this be required.
126/06 North Ward Account 

The Council received an up to date report together with the Minutes of the North Ward Working Group meeting held on 28th November.

 APPROVED AND ACCEPTED - recommendations and expenditure as stated in the Minutes.

127/06 Council Elections May 2007 – Local Council Development Project - the Council had previously received the results of the SCAPTC workshop and decided that letters be sent to local organisations promoting the next Council election.  The Chairman stated that it would be helpful if Councillors could indicate whether they were thinking of not standing for re-election next May.

128/06
Clerk’s report

· £100 donation received from Shere Fun towards the cost of replenishing the bark in the Millennium play area.

· Donation to Tanyard Hall of microwave, china and trays from Mr and Mrs Oickle – letter of thanks to be written.

· Parish Drainage system – notification received from Surrey County that they have no plans of the drainage system.

· Enlargement of Tanyard Hall car park – to be carried out next week unless the weather is not suitable.

· Erection of fence at Netley Mill on Surrey County Council land – matter has been referred to S.C.C. Legal Department for action.

· Surrey Hills AONB Office – notification that small scale mock-up of a village sign for Shere in oak is being made for consideration by the Council.

· Shere & Peaslake Scouts – District Incident Night Hike – camping on Goose Green one night in February.

· Council properties – New lease now signed and completed and outstanding rent received.

129/06 Councillors’ Business (for noting or inclusion on the next agenda)

The following matters were raised:

· Irresponsible parking in Shere – notices placed on cars which, the Council were informed, has improved the situation.  

· Bikers in Peaslake – notification that the routes through the Hurtwood are advertised on the world wide web.  Hurtwood Control do not have a web site at present but will give a bikers’ code of conduct for the Hurtwood when this is up and running.  Further ideas to Mrs. Handa Bray.

· Murco Filling Station – unofficial notification of an application for a licence to sell alcohol.

· The film “Holiday” – seen by one councillor and thought to be a good film although not as many views of Shere as expected from the amount of filming that took place in the village.

· Mr. Hall thanked for attending the Public Transport meeting at Leatherhead.

SHORT ADJOURNMENT TO ENABLE THE PUBLIC TO ASK QUESTIONS OR TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

The following matters were raised:

· Lighting of bollards on Shere  Bridge – enquiry re second course of action if the “cat’s eyes” are not felt suitable.

· Parking restriction on west side of Middle Street and/or installation of primrose yellow lines – it was felt that some measure of parking control would be strongly supported. 

· New houses on Shere Arts site – concern at the loss of trees on the north of the site but it was pointed out that this was in compliance with the planning approval.  The design of the houses was also discussed and it was pointed out that the houses were being built in accordance with the earlier approval granted in 2001.

· Size of proposed car park in Shere – plans to be displayed to the public in due course.

The meeting was restarted.

130/06 Finance

· The Council approved/authorised the following expenditure and noted the income.

Expenditure 

                                                   




£

1.11.06 Weekly parish maintenance and Old Fire Station


cleaning contracts + work to Play area (£85)

                  (Public Health Act 1936 s.87 & Open Spaces

                  Act 1906 s. 9 & 10)
£810.00

2.11.06
Thames Water – O.F.S.
120.29


Sitect computer services
255.79


(2 x L.G. Act 1972 s.111)

3.11.06
R. Newman – Chairman’s allowance 
22.97


(L.G. Act 1972 ss 15(5) & 34(5)

21.11.06
B.W. Pullen O.F.S. plumbing repairs
17.50


(L.G. Act 1972 s. 111)


CCP public toilet supplies
68.48


(Public Health Act 1936 s. 87)


G. Rapley – mowing contract
3,892.78

                  (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10.


Viking Direct – office supplies
72.40

                   (L.G. Act 1972 s. 111)



Cash – solar light
29.48


(Parish Council Act 1957 s 3(1)(b)

01.12.06 Weekly maintenance & O.F.S. contracts + materials £30
639.80

                   (see above)

                  A. Bennett & Son – play area inspections

         701.18


Viking Direct – office supplies
5.13


Shere Manor Estate – land rents
100.00


Guildford Borough Council 50% of planning fee for 


application on behalf of the Swimming Pool – to be 


refunded
67.50



L. Childs – refund for 4 year warranty for printer
79.00


Staffing/Management costs
4,416.15
                  (6 x Local Gov. Act 1972 s.111)


Total
£11,275.48
Income

27.10.06
Tanyard Hall rents
112.20


Outstanding rent for Council property less solicitor’s costs
4,268.25

Oct.
Grant aid GBC (play areas)
1,664.00



£6,044.45

· The Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 21st November were APPROVED and signed as a correct record.  

· RESOLVED that the Council accept and adopt all the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 21st November. Voting  – eight in favour, 1 abstention.

· THE CHAIRMAN ISSUED the Precept for £96,057 for the year 2007/8.

131/06
Correspondence received by the Clerk which requires the attention of the   Council:-

Surrey Waste Plan Submission Draft – copy of representations in relation to the Submission Documents which proposed alternative site allocations.  Closing date for representations on these representations is 15th December 2006.  Document available from the Clerk and at www.surreycc.gov.uk/wasteplan
Examinations into the Surrey Waste Development Plan Documents – invitation to the Pre-Examination meeting.

Children and Young People’s Trust Consultation and Children and Young People’s Plan 2006 – 2009 – summary version.  Closing date for representations 22nd December 2006.  Mrs. M. Taylor-Cotter to consider.

Standards and Audit Committee – Ethical Governance Audit received from Guildford Borough Council - closing date for comments 11th December 2006.   A reply was delegated to the Clerk.

Correspondence received after the agenda had been printed but requiring the attention of the Council (for noting or inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting -  full details available at the meeting) – none received.

Correspondence received which may be of interest to Councillors but not necessarily 

requiring discussion by the full Council – for noting only or a request made to the 

Clerk for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting (correspondence available 

immediately prior to the meeting).

Copy of  letters sent by Dr. Brooke to Surrey County Council and County Councillor

David Davis re SCC Admissions and Transport/Tillingbourne Bus Campaign.

Rural Housing Trust – Annual Review.

Surrey County Council Pension Fund – Annual Report.

2 Direct Information Service newsletters received from the National Association of Local Councils.

Invitation from Guildford Borough Council to help them record all public art in the Borough (e.g. in the open air or in public buildings e.g. sculptures, seating, lighting, landscaping and temporary projects like exhibitions).

Notice of Local Committee meeting on 14th December 2006 at 7 p.m.

Details of the AGM of Guildford Sports Council on 6th December.

Minutes of the September meeting of the Wasp Community Bus.

Brochure about the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and a copy of an address by Hadhrat Masroor Ahmad, Head of the worldwide Ahmadiyya Muslim community, delivered in Baitul Futuh, Morden on 25.3.06.

Commons Registration Act 1965 – land at Three Springs, Wendela Cottage & Grey Cottage, Holmbury Hill, Holmbury St. Mary – letter from S.C.C. stating that they have accepted the applications for the removal of part of the land from the land section of the Commons Register for unit number CL21.  Copy of the land section of the Written Register and a copy of the Map Register attached.

Newsletter of the Lifetrain Trust.

Clerk and Councils Direct magazine.

132/06 Date of next meeting:  Following a request from the Clerk the Council agreed that the next Council meeting be held on the 19th and not the 12th January 2007.

